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The 2026 Happy Endings Calendar

It's truly a milestone to be approaching our twentieth anniversary! Back in 2006, “Saving More Pyrs” seemed impossible, but the urgent need to help dying dogs in
the south motivated our small breakaway group to form National Great Pyrenees Rescue. 2025 has been a year of many unknowns, yet the calendar contest came
through, raising $60,670. Our sincere thanks to everyone who helped us surpass our goal. The need today is more critical than ever. We are proud to present the sev-
enteenth edition of our Happy Endings calendar, which has helped fund our mission since 2010.

Top Dogs of 2026

We had a big surprise in the last hours of
the calendar contest. Ali from Montana went
sailing past the other contest front-runners.
Most of the top entries were regular favorites
but all’s fair in rescue dog calendar contests!
Tate, Grace, and Hannah from
North Carolina had held the top
position since the middle of July.
Ali, MT - 7755 votes Trigger and Bear from New Jersey

were close on their heels, followed by Guinevere

and Sunny from Maryland, and Josie and Olive from

Michigan. We're happy to see Christine from Ohio

in the contest again this year and I’ke from Oregon

representing the west coast. Jenny from New Mex-

ico is a perennial contest favorite, followed closely  grace, Tate, &

by contest newcomers Kali and Mrs. Potts and Chip Hannah, NC -

rounding out the top ten. We're happy and excited to 8203 votes

see so many old friends and new faces in the 2026 calendar. Thank you to all

who entered their dogs and voted in this year’s calendar contest!

Josie & Olive, Ml -

Guinevere & Sunny, MD < 5025 votes 4240 votes

Trigger & Bear, MD + 5920 votes

Jenny, NM -

Christine, OH -« 2640 votes

3850 votes

Kali, AL -+ 2625 votes
I'ke, OR + 3500 votes

Honor Roll of Top Dogs

Tate, Grace, & Hannah, NC  Trigger & Bear, NJ Guinevere & Sunny, MD

6503 votes 5920 votes 5025 votes
Josie & Olive, MI Christine, OH I'’ke, OR
4240 votes 3850 votes 3500 votes
Jenny, NM Kali, AL Mrs. Potts & Chip, AL
: 2640 votes 2625 votes 2335 votes
el Mr. Wonderful, Mi Max, MA Everest, NY
2235 votes 2020 votes 1932 votes
Daisy, UT Winnie, MA Leander, KY
1735 votes 1720 votes 1615 votes
Juneau, NY Pearl Lynn, NY Nikki, FL
1535 votes 1520 votes 1500 votes

Ali’s Story

A Lucky Break

One fine day in July 2021, a hiker in the mountains of

northeast Utah stumbled upon a fluffy white surprise

in the woods. A Great Pyrenees puppy had walked out

of the woods onto the trail! Startled to see the big

white puppy and sensing something was wrong, the

hiker searched until he found Ali, the pup’s mom, and Ellis, another pup. The
dogs were terribly thin and their fur severely matted. Had it not been summer,
the pups’ chances of survival in the wild would have been far lower.

The hiker sent out an SOS, and soon reinforcements
arrived with food and water. For two days, they searched
high and low for pups, but found none. Great Pyrenees
can have large litters—sometimes ten or more.

Out of the Woods

Ali and her pups, estimated

to be two months old, were

moved to a house near Salt

Lake City. Word circulated of the dogs’ rescue went
unanswered. It’s not unusual for dogs to be left
behind when sheep are moved down to summer
grazing grounds; this seems to be what happened to
Ali and her pups.

After a few days, Ali and her pups, Ellis and Koda, started perking up. Their
health had clearly improved, so it was time to move them to the care of Great
Pyrenees Rescue, Montana, who could find them homes.

The Journey Home

On July 16th Ali and her pups started their journey north.

Tim was one of the helpers on the last leg of the trip. He

had never seen a dog in such bad shape as Ali, and his

heart went out to her immediately. When she got to the

boarding facility, Ali weighed just sixty pounds. Tim was

so concerned he went to see her every day for five weeks

while she regained her health. The pups were fostered and adopted soon after.

On August 22nd Ali went home with Tim as a foster. And only a month later, on
September 23rd, Tim adopted Ali. He knew from the first time he set eyes on her
he wasn’t going to let her go.

A Complete 180

Ali has gone from an emaciated Mama Pyr
struggling to keep her remaining pups alive in
the wild to being queen of the house—and pos-
sibly the most spoiled dog ever. From scruffy
mountain survivor to pampered princess, Ali's
life did a complete 180.

In June of 2024 Tim and his family adopted another rescued Pyrenees, a male
named Bear, but Tim says, “Ali is my heart.” Ali has found a loving family and a
loyal Pyr companion. She stands as a testament to the breed’s resilience and
will to survive. She’s truly luckier than she’ll ever know.



Our Amazing Great Pyrenees Therapy Dogs

Lilah and her

four littermates
came to NGPR in
May 2022 from
Kentucky. She
was transport-
ed to Michigan
and fostered by
Jennifer, who
has cared for an
amazing forty-five

puppies for NGPR. Lilah was adopted by

a family in Michigan

and registered as a

therapy dog with Pet

Besties Coby and Sky are NGPR
alumni and therapy dogs in Florida who
were picked up as strays in Mobile,
Alabama. Our volunteer, Nancy, fostered
them. Nancy’s friend Jill fell in love with
Sky and adopted her. Happily, Sky and
Coby could continue their friendship.

As therapy dogs, they visit an assisted
living facility, a library, and an elemen-

NGPR rescued Lucca from a Pennsylva-
nia farm after his breeder passed away.
He arrived in New Jersey very fearful.
underweight, with dirty, matted fur and

Lyme disease. Despite challenges, he
showed he had the personality to be a
therapy dog when he let children use
him as a body pillow. Lucca completed
a five-week training and was registered
with Bright and Beautiful Therapy Dogs.
He’s been to schools, colleges, nursing

Spencer’s
story begins
with Russell,
a Pyr adopted
from NGPR in
2015.

After Russell

passed, his

Pyrents were

ready for another therapy dog. Enter
Spencer, who’d been abandoned by
a farmer. Following months of train-
ing and testing, Spencer is now the
120-pound therapy star at two Charles-
ton hospitals and several colleges,
where he melts the stress from the
students’ faces.

NGPR alumni Tucker and Poppy

tary school, where first graders read to homes, libraries, and countless other in Ohio are

Partners. She the dogs weekly. The dogs enjoy their places, where everyone falls in love with certified pet

has brought job and are ready for a nap when they his sweet and very special, loving soul. therapy dogs

comfort and get home! through Miami

smiles to P

hundreds of In February 2021, NGPR rescued ~ Brulee, formerly \T’ﬁl‘fgp@ef\sso_

people at Howard in Kentucky. He quickly ~ Boomer, came to ciation. Pam,
hospitals, K-12 schools, and colleges. overcame a rough start to be- NGPR from a busy their mom,

Tennessee shelter.
He only had a short

come a registered therapy dog

Lilah has an amazing ability to know when
in Ohio. Howard has spent over

anyone’s sad or lonely. s ; . . has been
three years bringing comfort and stay with Kim, his doing pet
joy to schools, hospitals, senior foster, before head- therapy
Sweet Norbert is deaf. With the help of living centers, a cancer center, ing to his adopters in with Pyrs
Great Pyrenees Res- and community events. He has Connecticut. He soon and Pyr
cue of Central lllinois, a special revealed his gift as mixesy
he and his brothers gift for a psychiatric service
e - for over
were rescued from a lifting spirits  dog. Now the beloved
: . - twenty
roadside. After being wherever he unofficial mascot of ears. Tucker and Po hang out
adopted, Norbert was goes. a pre-kindergarten y ) bRy g

with kids at school to make the day
more fun, soothe college students
during exams, and visit the local
Ronald McDonald House and libraries.
Their healing power has resulted in
invitations to special events; they've
even served as emotional support at
wakes.

returned because of

his disability. Fortu-

nately, he was able

to learn the hand and

verbal commands
used with a diabetic-alert Golden. Now he
applies his nonverbal communication skills
in his work with kids in group therapy.

Learn More: Pyrs are intuitively smart and have been known to alert people to impending seizures and heart attacks before symptoms are detectable. But
not every Pyr is fit for therapy dog work; they must have the right temperament and be responsive to commands. Acclimating an animal to work in a facility

requires time, patience, and usually certification by a recognized animal therapy organization. Learn about training your Pyr to serve as a therapy dog on our
hationalpyr.org/therapy-dogs page.

school, he comforts students, teachers,
and preschoolers alike,
spreading calm and joy.
Brulée’s gentle presence
brightens every school
day.
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National Great Pyrenees Rescue

2026 Top Dog Calendar

Congratulations to our contest winners!
RUNNER-UP

Tate, Grace, & Hannah, NC < 6503 votes

THIRD PLACE FOURTH PLACE FIFTH PLACE

Josie & Olive, Ml « 4240 votes

Trigger & Bear, NJ + 5920 votes

Guinevere & Sunny, MD « 5025 votes

National Great Pyrenees Rescue (NGPR) was established in 2006 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit to facilitate placement of rescued Great Pyrenees dogs
across the country. Our Mission is to help dogs of Great Pyrenees origin find good homes—wherever they are. Our Vision is to create a national res-
cue network capable of seriously reducing the number of Pyrs and Pyr mixes who are abandoned and destroyed. Pyrs are a breed at risk. Their size

. makes them especially vulnerable to being euthanized in high-kill shelters after just a few days. NGPR supports PYR
National rescuers who pull Pyrs and Pyr mixes out of high-kill shelters. The dogs are spayed or neutered, fully vetted, and fostered
PY until they can find loving homes.

RESCUE

NationalPyr.org

Together We Can Save More Pyrs. For more information, visit nationalpyr.org

©2025 National Great Pyrenees Rescue



