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ÅSAFER Canine Assessment: Scoring & Choice (12/12) 

ÅBecoming a SAFER Certified Assessor (12/19) 

ÅIdentifying and Managing Food Guarding In  

Shelter Dogs (1/17) 

 

 

Plus check out the Recordings in our  

SAFER and Canine Communications webinar series  

 

 

http://www.aspcapro.org/webinars


$100K Challenge 2013 
 

More than $600,000 in prize grants! 
More than 50 ways to win between  

$5,000 and $100,000! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

challenge.ASPCApro.org/2013 

http://www.challenge.aspcapro.org/2013
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LOVE HAS NO AGE LIMIT 
Increasing the Odds of a Successful 

Adoption 



Based on the book  

 



How many of you send  

literature home with adopters? 



Are you confident that they 

Learn what they need to learn? 



WE ARE ALL 

MOTIVATED BY THE 

SAME THING: 
 

Finding Forever Homes for 
the dogs in our care, and 

ensuring that everyone ς dog 
and new family alike ς is 

happy with the arrangement. 

How best to do that? 



A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF  

ADOPTED DOGS ARE RETURNED 

 

 

The % Returned Varies 

Widely: 



 

20% of dogs surrendered were 
adopted from shelters. (NCPP) 
 
3.8% (HAWS, WI) 
 
7% (Weiss 2011, ASPCA) 
 
8.3% (DeLeeuw 2008) 
 
мр҈ ό²Ŝƛǎǎ нлммΣ άhǘƘŜǊǎέύ 

 

A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF  

ADOPTED DOGS ARE RETURNED 



OLDER DOGS ARE  

RETURNED AT HIGHER RATES 

ÅReturn rates highest among 
dogs over one year of age.  

    (2 primary factors in returns = 
Age of dog and Presence of 
children). 

   

ÅDogs are more likely to be 
relinquished because of 
behavioral problems. 

    

ÅReturns most likely to occur 
within 6 months, 20% within     

 2 weeks.     
    

Neidhard & Boyd 2002 



WHAT RETURNERS SAY 
SHORE 2005 

ÅaŀƧƻǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ґ ά!ƭƛƎƴ 
expectations with reality of 
ǘƛƳŜΣ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦέ 
{Emotional Energy?} 

    

Å!ǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ άLǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
returners did not conceptualize 
adoption as the beginning of a 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ 

    

Å²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜǊΩǎ 
expectations? Good to know 
before proceeding. 



GETTING AN ñOLDER DOGò  

IS NOT LIKE GETTING A PUP 

ÅRemember: the first month is 
critical. 

  

Å!ŘƻǇǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ άǇǳǇǇȅ 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ 
frustration and fear. 

   

Åά.ǳȅŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜέ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
lack of (puppy generated) oxytocin 
release. 

   

ÅAdopters need to know what to 
expect, before they take the dog 
home. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF  

ALIGNED EXPECTATIONS 

ÅAdult dogs still need training.  
 

Å!Řǳƭǘǎ ƴƻǘ άƘƻǳǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘέ ƛƴ  
 every house. 

 

ÅBehavior in foster home not  
 always same as in new home. 
 

ÅCould take months for a 
bond to form. 

 

ÅCould take a year for the dog 
ǘƻ άǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƛƴΦέ 



DOGS NEED AN  

ADJUSTMENT PERIOD 

ÅClients often spend a long 
time deciding and getting 
ready, while the dog has no 
ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ 

 
ÅAdopters need to  

understand that dogs can be 
άǎƘŜƭƭ-ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ 

    time to adjust. 
 
ÅThe value of understanding 
   ά¢ƘŜ aŀƎƛŎ ƻŦ ¢ƘǊŜŜǎΗέ 

challenge.aspcapro.org 


